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Summer Book Club
How to Guide

Welcome
We are really excited to share our 2022 Summer Book Club with you! We hope 
that it encourages your new Y7s to read over the holidays and to have some fun 
and ensure they have something talk about when they start in September.

The Summer Book Club is intended for secondary schools to share with Y6 pupils 
moving to Y7. We have designed it so that you can use it as part of your transition 
activities.  This could be when new pupils visit your school in the summer term or 
as a summer school activity, if your school is running one. It can also be sent out 
to pupils as part of a transition information pack.  Once pupils have the materials, 
they can complete the activities independently over the summer and be ready to 
share what they have discovered when they start back at school.

Schools are welcome to use it with other year groups.  The activity pack is 
suitable for Y5-Y7. Younger pupils may need supervision for some of the activities 
and the materials for school assemblies etc. are designed for Y6-Y7 transition, so 
if you use them for a different year group, you will need to adapt them.

Resources
The following materials are available to download:

For secondary schools running a summer school

1. An introductory set of slides designed to be used by a teacher during a summer 
school session to introduce the book club and its summer activities. (PDF and 
adaptable PowerPoint versions available). You will need to add in information about 
how your school has decided pupils will access the book.

2. An introductory letter for parents/carers explaining the book club for schools to use 
in addition to the summer school session (PDF and Word versions available - Word 
version can be adapted by schools)

3. A four week Book Club Activities and Questions pack for pupils which can be given 
out in hard copy to pupils or sent electronically and/or schools may place it on their 
website to be downloaded by pupils. Schools could choose to start the activities during 
summer school in a book club setting.

4. A set of links to other online resources about the book and the author - we have 
provided these for teachers to use if they would like to extend the presentations or 
activities provided.

For secondary schools which are not running a summer school

1. An introductory letter for parents/carers explaining the book club for schools 
(PDF and Word versions available - Word version can be adapted by schools)
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2. A four week Book Club Activities and Questions Pack for pupils to take 
home. This can be given out in hard copy to pupils or sent electronically and/
or schools may place it on their website to be downloaded by pupils.

For all secondary schools in September

1. A set of slides to support discussion designed to be used in either an 
assembly or form time with new Y7s in September. This provides opportunities 
to share summer activities and to think about questions for the live author 
Q&A session on the 16th of September. There are some polls and questions 
that can be done by a show of hands or talking to the person next to you in 
an assembly-sized group. If schools choose to run smaller form groups, these 
materials can be easily adapted to be more interactive. (PDF and adaptable 
PowerPoint versions available).

2. A live author Q&A session at 9am on 16th September - designed to be 
accessed as part of a Y7 assembly (or could be accessed in form rooms if 
smaller groups are required). Full instructions about registering for logins for 
the live author Q&A access are given below. The session will also be available 
to view after the event, but you will not be able to engage in the Q&A part.

3. A follow-up online questionnaire for all participant schools to help us adapt 
and improve future book club materials and format. All schools that complete 
the questionnaire will be put in a draw to win copies of M.G. Leonard's next 
book Spark.

Copies of the Book
You will need to decide whether the school is buying copies of the book for pupils 
or if you are asking pupils to buy it themselves.

99p e-book

Walker have agreed to make the book available as an ebook for 99p from July 
11th until August 7th. It will be available from Amazon (and can be downloaded 
by pupils) and read on the Kindle app which is available across a wide range of 
devices.  This should enable the ebook to be read on most smartphones, tablets 
and computers. 

If you are buying ebook copies for you pupils, Amazon offers the facility to order 
bulk copies of the ebook and distribute links to your pupils:

• Amazon - how to guide
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Hard copies

Bulk orders for hard copies of the book can be purchased by schools from Walker 
at a discounted price of £4 per book - you can contact them directly: 

Peter Smith
Education and Key Account Sales Manager
Walker Books
0207 396 2682
Peter.Smith@walker.co.uk 

Audio book

We are able to supply a small number of audio book copies for children with 
special needs who are not able to access the book in print form. Please contact 
Book Clubs in Schools directly about this.

Live author Q&A
We have partnered with Speakers for Schools to host the live author Q&A on 
their platform. This enables us to run an interactive live online session with robust 
safeguarding measures in place. Taking part in the live Q&A will require a simple 
registration to gain access on the day. Details on how to do so will be sent to all 
registered participants at the beginning of September.

Sharing Activities
In the question and activity pack for pupils there are a number of suggested 
activities that include drawing, model making, and creative writing. We suggest 
that schools encourage pupils to bring in examples (or take photos) of what they 
have done to share in September. We would welcome the school sharing these 
more widely on social media using the hashtag #SummerBookClub. Schools can 
share the hashtag with pupils’ families so parents can post work on social media, 
in line with their own social media policies.
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