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Book Clubs in Schools  
is a not-for-profit, unique 
cross-age peer mentoring 
programme. We work in  
primary and secondary 
schools. The Book Clubs  
help young people  
develop a life-long love of 
reading, develop character 
and communication skills 
and build cultural capital.

10,000 
students

have taken
part

10,000 
books 

have been 
read

50,000 
snacks 

have been
eaten 

Since Book clubs began

 our vision is that all young people engage with the wider world

A LIFE-LONG LOVE OF READING

CONFIDENCE

Evidence-based knowledge

Debating skills & sharing ideas

Emotional intelligence & empathyCOMMUNICATION SKILLSSOCIAL INCLUSION

Character skills

Organisation & time management“Leaders are readers”Lindsay Johns

Develops:

Ark Academy is pleased to be participating in  
Book Clubs in Schools, which has enabled us to grant 
students’ access to books which would not otherwise 
have been possible. As a result, Book Clubbers have 
demonstrated higher levels of engagement with the 
school library, and more positive attitudes to reading  
in general. The programme has also helped a number  
of our students to come out of their shell, form new  
friendships and gain confidence in group discussion.
Ben Vick, Librarian, Ark Academy
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Book club Leaders Book clubbers

The book club format provides children extended opportunities to  
reflect on a text, to consider the range of responses and to see that their 
view of the book is simply one of many possible views. This results in more  
objective and higher order thinking - which is a great introduction to the  
analytical skills that will benefit children’s thinking throughout their  
education – but has been achieved in a way that is engaging and fun.
michael Bradley, Headteacher, Merton Abbey Primary School

 We not only talk about the story, we share our experiences and discuss 
what we have in common.
Raihanna, Book Clubber

I recommended BCiS to several schools as it much easier to run a Book 
Club which already has a structure and resources in place. 
christine Joseph, Librarian, Sydenham School

97%
Would recommend to  

others to become leaders

82%
Learnt how to facilitate  

conversations

81%
Learnt to be more inclusive

76%
Feel more confident leading

70%
Enjoyed reading more

61%
Made new friends

58%
Feel more comfortable 

debating

57%
Feel more confident  

speaking
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 case Study
School
Walworth Academy

Local authority
Southwark

# Book club Leaders (Y12)
25

# Book clubbers (Y7)
180 (60 per term)

Reading 
Wonder by RJ Palacio and 
Once by Morris Gleitzman

School coordinator
Clementine Wade, Head of Year  
12 & Oracy

View from the School 
coordinator
In September (2017), 25 Year 12 
students volunteered to become 
Book Club Leaders. After their 
training session, the students 
were provided with the books, 
resources and the discussion 
questions for each week. Working 
with the Head of English, we 
decided it would be best to run 
Book Clubs during tutor time, so it 
felt less like a boring usual lesson 
and something more fun. The Year 
12s were divided into pairs and led 
small groups of Year 7s. 
Each Book Club was assigned a 

space – in the library or a small 
classroom and the Year 7s and 
Sixth Formers set off reading! 
Each Sixth Former led the sessions 
very differently and I was happy to 
encourage individuality. 

I was amazed that the Sixth 
Formers were able to assign 
homework which was completed 
by the Year 7s and indeed were 
motivated enough to bring in  
their own incentives – from 
stickers to sweets. 

Over the course of the year, only 
four Sixth Formers dropped out, 
whilst the entire Year 7 population 
went through this programme, 
led by a Sixth Form Reading 
Captain who changed every term. 

clementine Wade, Head of Year 12 & 
Oracy, Walworth Academy

View from the Book 
club Leaders
As Sixth Formers we were Book 
Club leaders for two school terms. 
The programme helped us as well 
as the Year 7s in our development 
of a wide range of skills that can 
be applied to multiple settings. We 
read Wonder, which was recently 
made into a highly recommended 
movie. The book was loved by 
every pupil. They were able to 

relate as the book focuses on a 
young boy who is initially viewed 
as different from everyone else 
but is finally accepted by other 
children his age.

Personally we believe that the 
scheme not only develops their 
reading and communication with 
others but also aids them in seeing 

beyond the surface and to ‘not 
judge a book by its cover’.—Book 
Club Leaders. n
morgan and ellen, Walworth Academy

...the programme helps not 
only the [Book Clubber] but also us 
in the development of a wide range 
of skills that can be applied to multiple 
settings.

The book was very interesting and 
the sixth formers were very nice.
Y7 Book Clubber

[Book Club] is a great chance to 
improve your communication skills, 
leadership skills and also a great way 
of having some experience with kids 
at a young age.

The project is amazing and it 
wowed the Governors yesterday! 

I can’t recommend this enough 
as an incredible opportunity for Sixth 
Formers to develop their own lead-
ership skills and for that very special 
peer-to-peer mentoring/relation-
ship to evolve that can motivate the 
younger students.
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For more information visit
www.bookclubsinschools.org

Get in touch
info@bookclubsinschools.org
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